
Playing Conditions Calculation (PCC) update 

Since the launch of the World Handicap System in November 2020, England Golf has received 

feedback from golfers, clubs and counties on a wide range of topics. 

 

One of the most talked about aspects of WHS has been the Playing Conditions Calculation (PCC) 

and its lack of movement compared to the old Competition Scratch Score (CSS). 

 

We have been analysing this very carefully across GB&I and have presented this to The R&A to 

help with their own research and that of other countries on this topic. As a result of this work, we 

can report that a change will be made to the algorithm that calculates PCC. 

Statement from The R&A/USGA 

Analysis of scoring data provided from 24 countries around the world indicates that a change to the 

rounding method used within the current PCC algorithm would increase the instance of an 

adjustment for abnormal conditions by an average of 5%. 

 

For example, in countries where an adjustment for PCC only occurs on average 10% of the time on 

eligible days, this change will increase the average to about 15%. 

 

This small change, recently approved by the Handicap Operations Committee, is in response to 

feedback from national associations that the current PCC algorithm is too conservative. 
 

 

 
 

While this may feel like a small change, we expect the impact to be significant in highlighting days 

where a player’s performance was significantly different from that expected by the system. 

  

Please note that there will be no change to the visibility of the calculation. This is an algorithm 

built within the WHS and is not available to clubs. 

  

This change will not be made retrospectively and will take place on or around Monday 22 August.   

 


